TONY AWARD - 2026 - JENNY O’NEIL
To quote one of Toby's rules about the conferring of this award....

"to recognise excellence in any department of a CTC production over at least 5 years,
exemplifying community spirit and willingness to help others”

So, nominations were received at Committee level and the numbers revealed this year,s
inductee.

She (and there's your first clue) easily meets these requirements. She has been on-stage,
off-stage, backstage, FoH, and her involvement with CTC has being long-going, starting with
spamalot in 2019, and having a role in every production since.

I'm referring, of course, to Jenny O’Neil.

Jenny came to CTC in 2019 after helping with school productions and simultaneously joined
our Committee, and got busy in the wardrobe department. In every show since, costumes
have been prepared, made, modified and borrowed by Jenny, and then after the show,
cleaned and stored.

But that wasn't enough. Additionally, she took on FOH for Shady Acres, photography for
Away, set painting for Freaky Friday, Clue and Noises Off and co-production for Freaky Friday
and this show. And | think all of those rotes for the 75th!

The area of Jenny's work that delights me the most is her prop making. From weapons in
Clue, to food items in Freaky Friday, culminating with the magnificent cactus in this show.

Pool noodle and rope - simples!

And just in case you're wondering about my reference to Jenny being on-stage..... I'm sure
you all remember the forest sprites running around onstage in the Midsummer Night’s
Dream sequence of Away! Another play within a play!

But Jenny’s true value is everywhere. From conception to bump-out, Jenny will be there, with
an idea, an offer to help, a supporting comment at a time of need, a prompt line. Always
warm, always positive.

So congratulations Jenny, you join the small and not-so illustrious group (currently Harrison
smith and Jane Mcsween) as recipients of this award.

Tony Dupleix
23 May 2026





