TONY AWARD - 2024 - HARRISON SMITH

Firstly, let me say how great it is - in the Theatre Company's 75th year, for the inaugural
award for Excellence goes to someone from the Tech Department, not an actor, not a singer,
not even a musician - but someone who's happy to work in the darkside, creating the magic
for others to shine in!

It's a small moral victory folks, and we're clinging to it!

And how good is it that this award goes to someone so young! Not some old coot whose
been here forever, but a young, vital and committed person- just the sort we need for the
present and the future of our Company.

Harrison Smith came to the Theatre Company 10 years ago. A skinny gangly kid with a
hunger for knowledge, yet with a cocky self-assuredness that alarmed me. As | showed him
all I knew, | thought " I'll knock the edges off this kid", yet he kept coming back, asking more
questions, and very soon | wasn't able to answer them - so he went out and found his own
answers.

He was disappointed with the standard of our equipment - and provoked the Committee to
invest in new lighting and sound gear, and at times buying equipment himself and making it
available to us.

The tables are turned, I'm now asking him for clues and tips on technique. The experience
he's gained elsewhere (doing shows with Holiday Actors in Warrnambool, and other areas in
the industry) he shares with us, and we're all better for it.

I'm sorry to say he thinks he's gone as far as he can in this field in this region of
Camperdown, Terang and Warrnambool, so he's off. Next week, it's Melbourne and Sydney
in his new job with SEN the sports broadcaster. A big job, and he'll have forgotten all about
us.

But we won't forget him. His generosity, his caring, his determination and skill, and his
humour - all mandatory factors for a recipient of this award.

And nor can we forget the others. Thankyou Maddie for sharing him with us, and to his
parents Mark and Caroline for driving him over here from Terang - all hours, all days, until he
was old enough to get his licence. To them, our thanks.

And to Harrison - well done H.

Congratulations.

Tony Dupleix
4 May 2024





